ORS 455.060 is not part of this code but is reproduced here for the
reader’s convenience:

455.060 Rulings on acceptability of material, design or method of
construction; effect of approval; fees.

(1) Any person who desires to use or furnish any material, design or
method of construction or installation in the state, or any building
official, may request the Director of the Department of Consumer
and Business Services to issue a ruling with respect to the accep-
tability of any material, design or method of construction about
which there is a question under any provision of the state building
code. Requests shall be in writing and, if made by anyone other than
a building official, shall be made and the mling issued prior to the
use or altempted use of such questioned material, design or method.

(2) In making rulings, the director shall obtain the approval of the
appropriate advisory board as to technical and scientific facts and
shall consider the standards and interpretations published by the
body that promulgated any nationally recognized model code
adopled as a specialty code of this state.

(3) A copy of the ruling issued by the director shall betcertified to
the person making the request. Additional copies shall be transmit-
ted to all building officials in the state. The director shall keep a per-
manent record of all such rulings, and shall furnish copies thereof to
any interested person upon payment of such fees as the director
may prescribe.

(4) A building official or inspector shall approve the use of an
material, design or method of construction approved by the director
pursuant to this section if the requirements of all other local ordi-

nances are satisfied. [Formerly 456.845

R104.11.1 Tests. Whenever there is insufficient evidence of
compliance with the provisions of this code, or evidence
that a material or method does not conform to the require-
ments of this code, or in order to substantiate claims for
alternative materials or methods, the building official shall
have the authority to require tests as evidence of compliance
to be made at no expense to the jurisdiction. Test methods
shall be as specified in this code or by other recognized test
standards. In the absence of recognized and accepted test
methods, the building official shall approve the testing pro-
cedures. Tests shall be performed by an approved agency.
Reports of such tests shall be retained by the building offi-
cial for the period required for retention of public records.

SECTION R105
PERMITS

R105.1 Required. A permit shall be obtained through applica-
tion to the building official when constructing, enlarging, alter-
ing, repairing, moving or changing the occupancy, or installing
any electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system regulated
by this code. This requirement applies to an owner, contractor
or authorized agent who constructs, enlarges, alters, repairs,
moves, changes the occupancy of a building or structure; or for
the purpose of erecting, installing, enlarging, altering, repair-
ing, converting or replacing any electrical, gas, mechanical or
plumbing system.
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R105.2 Work exempt from permit. Exemption from permir
requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant authori-
zation for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the
provisions of this code or any other laws or ordinances of this
Juisdiction. Permits shall not be required for the following:

Building:

1. Nonhabitable one-story detached accessory structires
uses as tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar
uses, provided the floor area does nol exceed 200
square feet (18.58 m’) and a height of 10 feet (3048
mm) measured from the finished floor level, to the
average height of roof surface.

2. Except for barriers around swimming pools as required
in Appendix G fences not over 6-feet-(1829-mn1)-7 feet
(2133 mm) high and typical field fencing not over &
feet (2438 mm) high where constructed of woven wire
or chain link.

3. Retaining walls that are not over 4 feet (1219 mm) in
height measured from the bottom of the footing to the
top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge.

4. Waler tanks supported directly upon grade if the capac-
ity does not exceed 5,000 gallons (18 927 L) and the ratio
of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to 1.

Concrete sidewalks, slabs, platforms and driveways.

6. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinels, counter
tops, interior wall, floor or ceiling covering and similar
finish work.

7. Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a Group
R-3 occupancy where the pool walls are entirely above

the adjacent grade. Bamier requirements found in
Appendix G are not exempt.

8. Swings and other playground equipment.

9. Patio covers, as defined in AH102, and poich covers
not over 200 square feet (11 m’) and supported by an
exterior building wall.

10. Window awnings supported by an exterior wall which
do not project more than 54 inches (1372mm) from the
exterior wall and do not require additional support.

I 1. Nonbearing partitions, except when such partitions
create habitable rooms.

12. Replacement or repair of siding not required (o be
fire-resistive.

13. Retrofitted insulation.

14, Masonry repair.

15. Porches and declks, where the floor or deck is not more
than 30 inches (762 mm) above adjacenl grade mea-
sured at any point within 3 feet (914 mm) horizontally
of the floor or deck, and where in the case of a covered
porch, the covered portion of the porch does not come
closer than 3 feet (914 mm) to property lines.

16. Gutters and downspouls.
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17. Door and window replacements (where no structural
member is changed).

18. Re-roofing, where replacement or repair of roofing
does not exceed 30 percent of the required live load
design capacity and the roof is not required to be
fire-resistive.

Exceptions:

1. Permits for re-roofing are required for struc-
tures in wildfire hazard zones as provided in
Section R324; and

2. Structures falling within the scope of Section
R317.2.

3. Permits for re-roofing are required where more
than 15 percent of the existing space sheathing
is removed to facilitate the installation of new
sheathing.

19. Plastic glazed storm windows.

20. Framed-covered non-habitable accessory buildings not
more than 500 square feet (4645 m’) in area, one story in
height and not closer than 3 feet (914mm) to a prop-
erty line, where the structure is composed of a rigid
framework that supports a fabric membrane.

Unless otherwise exempted, separate plumbing, electrical
and mechanical permits may be required for the above
exempted items. In addition, all new construction and substan-
tial improvements (including the placement of prefabricated
buildings and certain building work exempt from permit under
Section R1035.2) determined to be in a flood hazard zone by the
Flood Plain Administrator shall be designed and constructed with
methods, practices and materials that minimize flood damage in
accordance with this code, EEMAcrepulationsand ASCE 24,

Flectrical:

1. Listed cord-and-plug connected temporary decorative
lighting.

2. Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps
or the connection of approved portable electrical equip-
ment to approved permanently installed receptacles.

Mechanical:

1. Portable heating appliances, cooking or clothes drying

appliances.

2. Portable ventilation appliances.

3. Portable cooling units.

4.  Steam, hot- or chilled-water piping within any heating
or cooling egquipment regulated by this code.

5. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter

approval of equipment or make such equipment unsafe.
6. Portable evaporative coolers.

Self-contained refrigeration systems containing 10
pounds (454 kg) orless of refrigerant or that are actuated
by motors of 1 horsepower (746 W) or less.

8. Portable-fuel-cell appliances that are not connected to a
fixed piping system and are not interconnected to a
power grid.

Plumbing:

The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent
pipe; provided, however, that if any concealed trap, drain-
pipe, waler, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective and it
becomes necessary to remove and replace the same with
new material, such work shall be considered as new work
and a permir shall be obtained and inspection made as pro-
vided in this code.

The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in
pipes, valves or fixtures, and the removal and reinstallation
of water closets, provided such repairs do not involve or
require the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or
fixtures.

R105.2.1 Emergency repairs. Where mechanical equipment
replacements and repairs must be performed in an emergency
situation, the permir application shall be submitted to the
building official within the next five working business days. te

For electrical emergency repairs, see ORS 479.578 550 and
OAR 918-309-0080. For plumbing emergency repairs, see
OAR 918-780-0035 and H8-+785-0200- the Plumnbing Code.

Note: ORS 479.570 550, OAR chapter 918, divisions 309, and
780 and-#&5-are available online at www.bcd.oregon.gov.

ORS 455.058 is not part of this code but is reprinted here for the
reader’s convenience:

455.058 Investigation fee for work commenced without per-

mit; rules.

(1) Bxcept as provided in subsection (2) of this section, the De-
partment of Consumer and Business Services, or a municipality
administering and enforcing a building inspection program, may
assess an investigation fee against a person that is required to
obtain a permit for work on the electrical, gas, mechanical. eleva-
tor, boiler, plumbing or other systems of a building or structure if
the work is commenced before the permit required for the work is
obtained. The amount of the investization fee shall be the average
or actual additional cost of ensuring that a building, siructure or
system is in conformance with State Building Code requirements
that results from the person not obtaining a required permit before
work for which the permit is required commences.

(2) This section does not apply to:

(a) An emergency repair required for health, safety, the preven-
tion of property damage or the prevention of financial harm if the
required building permit for the repair is obtained no later than
five business days after commencement of the repair; or

(b) Any project for which construction. alteration. repair,
maintenance or installation in a building or structure prior to ob-
taining a permit is expressly authorized by law.

(3) The department may adopt rules and establish policies and
procedures for use by the department or municipalities in as-
sessing an investigation fee under this section. [2013 ¢.324 §2]
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